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On  Friday,  September  11  • 

' the  Southwest  Area  Personnel: 
Office  of  P.ii.A.  closed  its  : 
doors  and  the  f oUoxdng  Mon- : 
day  opened  for  business  in  ; 
the  ■ mile-high  city  of  Den-  ■ 
ver,  Colorado.  The  Dallas  : 
office  is  being  combined  ; 
trLth  the  San  Francisco  PM  • 
office,  to  l?e  headed  by  lir*  ' 
John  Bolish,  Chief  of  the  ; 
Dallas  office.  Besides  con- : 
tinuing  to  handle  all  per-  ; 
sonnel  matters  in  Texas,  . 
Arkansas,  Louisiana,  01d.a-  : 

homa,  Kansas,  Colorado,  and  : 
New  Mexico,  the  new  Denver  : 
Office  will  also  assume  con— i 
trol  over  nine  other  western: 
states  an^  Hawaii.  : 

About  half  of  the  Dal-  : 
las  office  force  elected  to  : 
remain  in  Dallas,  most  find-: 
ing  placement  in  PM  sister  • 

I pffices.  Among  those  trans- : 
f erring  to  Denver  with  Mr.  • 
Bolish  were  Joseph  L.  Phil-  : 
- lips,  Howard  A,  Allison,  ! 
Celia  P.  Day,  Fred  L.R.Hill ' 
and  Dorothy  Rhodes.  : 

Both  the  federal  colony 

, and  the  USBA  Club  of  Denver  : 

i.' 

'(*  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
f the  acquisition  of  these 
fine  folks  to  their  ranks. 

In  every  way,  they* re  simpl^^ 
"Simpatico".  Good  luck  folksi 


The  Southiiest  Branch  of  the  USDA  Library,  of 
Washington,  D,  C.,  is  located  at  Oklahoma  A 8c  K 
College,  in  Stillwater,  Ol-clahom.  This  library 
branch  provides  service  to  USD/i  employees  in  Texas. 
Mr.  A.  P.  Juhlin  is  in  charge. 

This  library  gives  similar  service  to  USDA  em- 
ployees in  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  New  Mexico,  and  Ok- 
lahoma, having  taken  over  circulation  of  the  New 
Orleans  office  last  March,  Other  branch  offices 
provide  like  services  to  erployees  in  other  areas. 

Through  this  library^  you  can  have  periodicals 
routed  to  you;  you  may  borrow  books  and  bulletins, 
and  ask  for  reference  service;  and  you  can  obtain 
^ list  of  new  publications,  (Continued  on- page  3) 


(Continued  from  previous  issues) 

Q,  Please  explain  the  difference  between  deposits 
and  redeposits,  and  voluntary  contributions  to 
the  Civil  Service  Retirement  Fund. 

A,  Deposits  or  redeposits  are  the  normal  deduct- 
ions automatically  taken  from  your  salary;  vol- 
untary contributions  are  made  at  the  request  of 
the  eiiployee,  and  for  the  purpose  of  increasing 
the  amount  of  his  annuity  upon  retitement  from 
what  it  would  be  under  normal  deductions. 

jQ.  Last  month  you  said  deposits  could  be  made  after 
separation  from  the  service  up  to  the  time  the 
clnim  is  adjudicated.  May  voluntary  contribu^,. 
tions  also  be  made,  after  separation? 

A.  No, 

Qj,  May  contributions  be  made  when  full  deductions 
covering  past  service  have  not  been  made? 

( Page  2,  please  *) 
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A,  No.  , ' 

Q.  How  much  increase  will  my  voluntary  contribution 
add  to  my  'annuity  upon  retirement? 

A*  That,  of  course,  depends  on  the  retirement  age 
and  the  amount  of  contributions  made#  If  you  re- 
tire at  age  55  or  younger  your  regular  annuity 
will  be  increas^fd  $7*00  for  each  $100*00  contri- 
bution. Past  age  55  the  increase  is  20^  per  year 
Thus,  at  age  70  your  annuity  increase  for  each 
additional  $100.00  contribution  would  be  $10.00 

Q«  May  I withdraw  my  voluntary  contribution  account^ 

A.  Not  while  you  are  in  service,  but  you  caii  upon 
separation  from  service  up  to  the  time  you  become 
eligible  for  retirement  pay.  You  may  do  this 
even  after  20  year^  service,  as  the  20-year  lim4 
itation  governing  regular  deductions  doesn*t  ap- 
ply to  voluntary  contributions. 

Q.  Does  the  retirement  law  cover  more  than  one  kind 
of  retirement  annuities? 

A.  Yes;  they  are,  age,  optional disability,  5-year 
discontinued-service,  and  25-year  discontinued- 
service  • 

Q.  How  long  must  I work  before  becoming  eligible 
for  retirement  benefits? 

A.  The  miniinum  length  of  service  before  annuity 
benefits  may  be’  paid  is  five  years, 

.X.  ^ -X. 
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...That  leaders  arc  ordinar^^  persons  with  oxtraordi- 
narj.'  determirntions  ? 

; .r,',  ■ ■ ■ - " 

...That  specialists  in  the  BEPQ  have  developed  a 

strain  of  bees  with  the  disposition  of  Gargantua 
and  the  ’’sirmor-piercing"  power  of  atomic  artillery 
(almosti) . , .and  that  they  are  busy  breeding  out  such 
”mis-bce-having"  traits  so,  they  will  become  paragons 
of  sweetness  when  they  light? 

...That  YOU,*  And  YOU  and  YOU  automatical- 
ly become  members  of  the  USDA  Club  when  you  become 
an  crployce  of  the  U.S,  Department  of  Agriculture? 


W A'T'E  R M E L 0 N PARTY 


sue'  0 E-S  S 


V - Those -not  attending  the  watermelon  party  last 
month' were  the  losers.  All  who  were  present  we're 
treated  to' red-ripe,  lucious,  ice-cold  watermelon' 
to  the  point’  of  belt-tightness.. .Roy  Guy  Davidson,  - 
FHA.  Area  Finance  Office  won  the  door-prizd — a $25.00 
savings  bond,  .;We  hear  there  *s  another  party  being 
plarned. Tul-ane  Smith  and  his  boys  will  tell  us  soon. 


<>  A 

"I»VE  aBTATS^KI'IOWN  ABOUT  THE 
POWER  OF  PRA.YER...IN  SHOT  BUS- 
INESS I»M  KNO'JN  AS  A "SBJGLE” 
ACT.  TH/IT*S  NOT  TRUE.  I WAS 
NEVER  ALONE;  Iff  PARTNER  WAS 
PRAYER.  EVERY  STEP  OF  THE 
V7AY  WE  WALKED  H7iND  IN  H/iND." 
Eddie  Cantor,  Readers  Dig. 
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»'0KAY,  cm  IT  OUT  I 

^ — Major  General  William 
* F,  Dean,  captured  com- 
mander  of  the  2i|th  In- 
fantry  Division,  when 
threatened  by  red  cap- 
_ tors  to  cut  his  tongue 
^ out  if  he  did  not  give 
^ thorn  military  informa- 


^ tion. 
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ms^  FAE  BAY  VTHISNAI'IT  RETURNS 

PI-IA*s  charming,  capable 
Eae  Ray— now  Mrs.  V/hisnant-' 
formerly  of  Compliance  and 
Investigation,  has  moved  "back 
from  Indianapolis  with  her 
5-month-old  son: tb  await  the 
return  of  her  husband.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  I,E,WbJLsnimt,' 
from  Korea.  Colonel  Whisnant 
at  present  is  taking'  part  In 
preparations  for  the  pending 
peace  negotiations.  Mrs. 
Whisnant,  whO;  was  chairman 
of  USDA*s  Employee  Welfare 
Committee  until  her  res ig- 
na.tion,  says  ■ I’laster  Robert 
doesn*t  favor  her  very  much. 
We  know  the  Colonel  •will  ag- . 
roe  -with  us  that  if  such  is 
the  case  it*s  a dam  shamei 


-X- 


TRINITY  T0ASTMA.STERS  ELECT. 


James  T,  Rhea,  FH/i  Area  Fi.* 
nance  employee,  has  been  in- 
stalled  as  new  President  of  ■' 
the  Trinity  Toastmasters  Club, 
other  officers  arc  Rex  Jasper 
Bill  I'lay,  and  Wendell  Pickcr- 
ine— a^o^FK^Finance^^^^^ 
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The.  I/SDA  _gliib  Ncot  is  pu^-r 
lished  monthly' at  912  South 
Ervay^  fifth  floor^  Lowich 
Building*  Send  all  news 
contributions  to  that  ad- 
dress^ or  telephone  the 
editor,  ST -5611,  extension 
20l|Iu  Wanta'ds  welcomed  but 
please  keep^em  brief i 


James  L*  (Jimmy)  Hyles, 
EDITOR  -X- 
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F H A AREA  FINANCE  OFFICE 
SLATED  TO  CLOSE  BY  ELD  OF 
FISCAL  YEAR,  KEIIS  REPORTS. 


Coming  like  a bombshell 
out  of  a clear  blue  sky,  as 
we  go.  to  press,  is  the  news 
report  that  the  Dallas  FRA 
Area  Finance  Office  vdll  be  | 
closed  and  its  functions 
taken  over  by  a national 
office  to  be  located  in  a 
central  part  of  the  country- 
possibly  St,  Louis* 

This’,  move,  according  to 
the  report,  vrould  be  com- 
pleted by  the  end  of  this 
fiscal  year.  It  would  con- 
tinue a national  trend  to- 
ward reorganization  and  re- 
trenchment that  has  seen 
several  PLIA  local  offices 
shifted  or  abolished, 

130  Area  Finance  em- 
ployees would  be  affected. 

It  is  said  the  County  FHA 
office-  organization  will 
not  be  affected,  ^ ■ 

According  to  the  press 
release's  saving  of  several 
hundred  thdusand  dollars’ 
per  -annum  vrill  be  effectu- 
ated, Official  confirma- 
tion is  lacking; 


GO  NOW  to  those  you  love  in  any  way 

And  say  ”I  LOVE  YOU*'  for  your  gentle  grace. 

Your  pixie  cliarmj  I love  you  for  that  day  - 
We  knelt  beside  the  brook  and  watched  the  race 
Of  ripples  down  the  streami"  Say  to  your  friend 
"You  arc  my  friend J"  And  to  the  hearts  that  know 
Your  heart,  "I  love  you,  that  you  understand!" 

Tell  ALL  your  loves  YOUR  love--BEFORE  YOU  GO! — • 
For,  in  departing,  whether  Time  or  Fate 
Or  Death  should  close  the  door,  that  love  is  LOST 
That  iL  NOT  SAID,  and  on  the  heart  the  weight 
Of  new  regrets  lies  far  beyond  their  cost...  ... 
The  things  you  I-UGHT  have  said,  or  MIGHT  have  done, 
That  now  can  NEVEIMORE  be  said  or  donei 

— Author  unlcnown. 


U S D A BR/i.NCH  LIBRARY  (Continued  from  page  i) 

The  U.S,  Department  of  Agriculture  Library,  con- 
taining aLmost  one  mdllion  volunjes,  is  the  largest 
agricultural  research  library  in  the  world. 

Last  year  this  library  circulated  1,326,879 .books 
and  periodicals,  answered  170,81^2  reference  question' 
and  compiled  and  issued  bibliographies  on  various 
subjects, 

Mr,  Ralph  R,  Shaw  is  head  Librarian, 

Some  idea  of  its  scope  may  be  found  in  this  fact: 
So  complete  is  its  coverage  .of  all  worthwhile  read- 
ing matter  affecting  USDA  members  that  two  days  after 
you  read  this  copy  of  USDA  Club  News,  you  can  wlkk 
into  the  Library  in  Washington  and  read  an  identical 
copy,  (Washington  folks  deserve  the  best,  tooiAhem, ) 


It  has  been  truthfully  said 
that  .he  who  contributes  a 
pleasant  Yrord  and  smile  to 
the  'v;orld  each  morning  has 
done  much  to  make  that  day 
worthvfhile  to  hundreds  of  others. 


"INDEFINITES"  MAY  BE  GIVEN  PERMANENT  STATUS  "-(MOORE) 

The  25,000  indefinite  em.ployees  in  Texas  may  be 
given  a chance  to  attain  permanent  status  according 
to  an  -announcement  made  by  United  States  Civil  Ser- 
vice' Commissioner  George  M,  Moore,  It  can  be  done, 
by ’Executive  order  and  v/on’t  have  to  wait  on  the^  Corir- 
gress  for  action.  Civil  Service  Commission  Chairman 
Philip.  Young  is  'said  to  favor  the  proposal.  The  plan 
Yrould  allow'  indefinites  to  move  up  as  career  employ- 
ees lea,  ve  the  service  through  death,  retiremeni;,  or 
resignation,'  Heretofore,  because  of  emergenc^^  legis- 
lation, this  Yi^as  not  permissible,  and  the  plight  of 
those  on  indefinite  appointment  status  -have  not  been 
contributory  to  good  morale, 

- However,,  this  favorable  action,  if  put  into  ef- 
fect, might.be  of  doubtful  value  for  the  time  being 


due  to  such  fa.ctors  as  reorganizational”  cutbacks,  etc 


4 


USDA  NE7TS 


irroorffiSIAN  GROUP  SPEI'IDS  WEEK  STUDYING  FHA  OPERATION. 


It  is  a long  jiunp  from  the  Indonesian  Island  of  J 
Sumatra  to  Dallas  Texas, USA,  but  Iskander  Suleiman  ] 
made  it.  He  is  one  of  five  Indonesian  officials  in  : 
the  U.S.  to  study  the  development  and  functioning  of  : 
agricultural  financing  institutions — private,  govern-; 
mental,  and  cooperative— vrith  the  view  of  applying  : 
the  information  to  helping  to  solve  Indonesian  farm  ; 
and  co-op  problems.  ; 

Since  95  % of  Indonesians  15,000,000  small  farmers 
now  obtain  operational  credit  from  private  sources  j 
at  usurious  rates  of  interest  up  to  500  % per  ann'um,  : 
it  is  felt  that  their  studies  can  be  of  vast  benefit  : 
to  the  economic  structure  of  the  vast  island  empire  • 
comprising  almost  all  of  Indonesia,  | 

?.!r.  Suleiman,  age  44,  studied  5 years  at  Qu.eek-  J 
school,  Djakarta,  is  now  Inspector  in  charge  of  Co-  : 
operative  Service  (South  Sumatra)  supervising  a staff 
of  100  people  y.hose  functions  include  training,  in-  ; 
spection  and  control  of  ’^BS  farm  co-ops  representing  j 
a membership  of  69,000  capitalized  at  Runees  9,190,-  • 

1]00.  ‘ i 

Suleiman *-s  companions  are,  Bachtiar  Rifai,  Rachmat 
Saleh,  Mohamad  Sisman,  and  Waward  I (no  other  name)  ; 
who  is  the  oldest  of  the  group.  • 

Mr.  Saleh,  the  youngest  (23)  is  Research  Assistant 
at  the  University  of  Indonesia,  vrhere  he  is  studying  j 
for  his  doctorate.  He  lives  in  the  University  city  : 
of  Djakarta*  • 

Mr,  Rifai,  age  23,  holding  a Degree  of  Agriculture 
al  Engineer,  has  studied  agriculture  in  colleges  in  \ 
Bogor,  Solo,  and  Djakarta.  He  is  on  the  faculty  of 
the  University  of  Indonesia  doing  lectures  and  Dutch: 
language  translations.  His  home  is  in  Bogor.  : 

Mr.  Sisman,  studying  for  his  Doctorate  of  Econom- : 
ics  at  the  Urtiversitj?'  of  Indonesia,  is  also  employed* 
in  the  Llinistry  of  Finance  as  Treasury  Inspector*  J 
Bom  in  1925,  he  resides  in  Djakarta,  : 

Mr.  Waward  has  four  years  of  agriculture  study  ; 
at  Culturus  School,  Malang,  and  is  Inspector  of  Co-  • 
operatives  for  East  Java  and  Kalimantan.  • 

All  members  of  the  group  speak  English,,  some  fl^: 
ently,  and  are  a pleasant,  lively  group,  eager  to  ; 
learn  about  us.  They  have  already  met  with  officials* 
at  International  Center, Foreign  Agriculture  Service, : 
Farm  Credit  and  Farmers  Home  Administrations,  in  : 
Washington,  and  FCA  in  Wichita,  Kansas.  Their  Dallas; 
stay  vrLll  take  in  both  State  and  Area  FKA  offices,  • 
also  Federal  Credit  Unions,  and  Texas  Co-Op  Assoc-  : 
iation.  From  here  they  go  to  Houston,  and  Pearland  5 
'Texas,  a nd  Lake  Charles,  Louisiana  to  study  rice  ; 
co-ops,  thence  to  Montgomery,  Richmond,  and  Washing- ; 
ton,  Trhere  their  tour  of  the  U.S,  ends.  Enroute  home! 
they  Trill  stop  in  Honolulu  and  Japan  for  more  study  I 
after  which  they  TTill  be  welcomed  home  to  apply  some; 
of  the  lessons  learned  here  to  help  their  homeland. 

(((Puzzle  answers  read  it-  backwards ; 2,  1956) ) ) 


DID  PIANNAH  SEE  BEES? 

(For  the  answer  see  bottom 
of  page) 


When  'vVill  the  next  Easter 
fall  on  "April  Fool*s"  day? 

Ask  someone  to'virite  his  age 
down  then  double  it|  add  5, 
then  multiply  by  50*  Subtract 
the  number  of  days  in  a year 
(365)  add  all  the  change  in 
his  pocket  (any  amount  under 
a.  dollar  is  "change")  then 
add  115.  The  first  two  num- 
bers of  the  answer  will  be 
his  age,  the  last  2 the  ciange 

In  this  column  last  month  we 
asked  you  to  give  the  pessi- 
mist’s mathematical  eq'uation 
of  a kiss.  The  ans7-rer  was 
0 -e-  2 (nothing  divided  by  2) 

A reader  took  exception,  saio 
it  should  be  the  other  way 
round,  2^0  ..This  is  the 
correct  answer  for  .OPTBCESTSi 

AnsvTors  to  1 £c  2 (above) 
at  bottom  of  page. 

•X-  -X-  -x-  -X-  -X-  -x-  -x-  -jc-  •);-  •);- 

PLENTIFUL 

FOODS  . 

Foods  feat'ured  in  the 
"plentiful"  category  this 
mc3nth  include  Beef,  turkeys, 
milk,  cheese,  and  other  dairy 
products,  potatoes,  honey, 
onions,  salad  oils,  raisins, 

"Yith  the  fall  season  the 
cheaper  cuts  of  beef  will  be 
welcome  in  stews,  meat  loaf 
and  pot  roasts.  Merchants  are 
featuring  these  cuts  at  mbfit' 
stores. 

With  milk  production  run- 
ning about  3 billion  pounds 
ahead  of  last  year  the  over- 
all picture  for  all  types  of 
dairy  products  continues  to 
look  good  for  the  consumer. 


